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GENTLEMEN, 25 


{IN CE it hath pleaſed God to put it na the Hits 
of our moſt Gracious Sovereign Queen AN N R, 

to make a Free- will Offering of all the Tenths * 

Firſt-fruits of Her Kingdom of England, for the 


2 Enlarging the Revenues of the ſmaller Benefices; All 
that have the Honour (let the World deſpiſe our Cha- 
racter as they pleaſe) to ſerve. at the Altar, are bound in 


Duty to the utmoſt of their Power to celebrate Her 


Praiſes for ſo Noble and fo Unexpected a Donative. For 


tho? an Engliſb Clergy might have ex 3 reaſon- 
able Encouragement from a Prince of Her great Zeal 


for the Glory of God, and the Good. of the Chutch of 
 Exgland; yet, in the Midſt of an Hazardous and Ex- 


penſive War, to ſupport us out of the Growing Re- 
venues of the Crown, was a greater Favour than the; moſt 


Jakguige of 1 us could Hope for, even from ſuch a Prince. 


Queei d alidSeoond,; of Bleſſed Menbry, had i it as” 
Her? Bages to do the {ame for us, as ſoon as ever w. 
ſhould have been bleſſed with a Peace: Bur tho? She was 


a Princeſs of great Quickneſs as well as Piety, yet it could 


not enter into Her Thoughts, nor yet into the Thoughts 
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of thoſe about Her, who were moſt ſtudiouſly concern- 
ed for the Good of the Church of England, to enter up- 
© on, or to encourage, ſuch an Undertaking, when our 

preſent uy vg called for 9 Supplies than the 


Court and afford. 

But now fince the National Expences, by ao ak 
Frugal Management have been ſhortned; and our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign has had the Ability as well as the 
Heart to give an Hundred Thouſand Pounds at a Time, 


ountry could w 


to eaſe the Nation of irs Burdens, thoſe Difficulties, 


Which Lg thought Uapailable, have been gone thro”, 


. now ſo Gloriousa Pattera ſet for the Ae | 
the true Religion, amongſt us, (forſuch thoſe 
Faw oh to be — — e to the Raiſing 
of our Clergy above the Fears of Contempt) it certainly 
becomes all true Sons of the Church to rouze themſelves 
up, and to erfdeavour each Man, in the Sphere he is in, 
to promote the Honc of God, and en Wot 
r of the Church of England, 


That a great Part of the Tithes of this Kingdom are 
wholly alienated. from the Clergy, is a Thing much 
p66, Ay Good Men: And the Judicious Biſhop 
Santerſon (ſpeaking of the Monks, whoſe Lands 2 
now generally in Lay-Hands) has theſe remarkable 


preſſions: There is nothing of them now remain 


« but the Rubbiſh of their Neſts,andthe Stink of their 
64. Memory, unleſs it be the Sting of their deviliſi Sacri- 


| , ledge in We che Church b by damnable 1 
tions. | 


As 
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As for thoſe Temporal Eſtates which by their pious 


Frauds they ſqueezed out of the Hands of well meanin 
Perſons, to the Ruine oftentimes of their Families, . 


which are now by the Donation of K. Henry the Eighth, 


and other Princes, in the Hands of the Nobility and 
Gentry ; God forbid that we ſhould envy them the 
Enjoyment of them. Since the Monks were juſtly diſ- 
poſſeſt, and the Propriety of thoſe Lands fell into the 
Crown; much Good may they do thoſe that now enjoy 
them, from the Royal Bounty, or have purchaſed them 
from thoſe that did. But the Tithes of the Kingdom 
are of another Nature; for they (having been folemnly 
Dedicated toGod, for the Uſe of thoſe that ferve at his 
Altar, by King Ethelwolph, with the Conſent: of his E- 


ſtates, both Secular and Ecclefiaſtick) ſeem to be Inalie- 


nable. 


For if the Tithes of Exgland were given to God, by 
all thoſe that could have a Propriety in them, then he 
had a juſt Right unto them; of which he cannot be di- 
veſted without his own Conſent; and I will take it for 
2 that it cannot be ſhewn, when, and where, 
rom the Time of the Donation, to this Day, he has gi- 
ven his Conſent either Tacit or Expreſs. | 


That a Man may Dedicate to God, what is in his own 
Power to diſpoſe of, no one can deny: And what any 
Man has freely diſpoſed of, he cannot reſume without 
the Donee's Conſent. This holds good with relation to 
ſingle Perſons ; But does it fo likewiſe with reſpe& to 
Grants made by the Supreme Powers of a Nation? Is it 
not uſual for ſuch upon emergent Occaſions, to reverſe 
by a new Law thoſe Grants which were ſettled - Ä 

| People 
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People by an Old one? It is ſo, and oftentimes juſtly too; 
becauſe in this Caſe, the Peoples Conſent (which goesa- 
long with that of their Repreſentatives) is ſuppoſed. But 
the Cafe is altered when the Supreme Power grants any 
thing to a Perſonnot under its Juriſdiction, or to a Com- 
munity to hold, and enjoy in ſuch a Perſon's Name. 
The Supreme Power cannot juſtly deprive that Perſon 
or Community of their Right without their own Con- 
ſent firſt obtain d, or at leaſt reaſonably preſumed. This 
is the Foundation on which all Leagues are made be- 
twixt Foreign Princes and States, that they have a Right 
to thoſe Conceſſions that are made to them, without 
their on Conſent, or Default, unalienable. 


If the Matter of Fact be true, as I have repreſented it, 
no conſcientious Perſon (who has weigh'd and conſider- 
ed the Caſe) can think it an eligible thing (notwithſtand- - 
ing a legal Title may be made him) to purchaſe ſuch an 
Eftate out of the Hands of the preſent Lay- Poſſeſſor, 
with a Deſign to continue it ſtill on the ſame Foot: Nor 
can the — 2 Lay-Poſſeſſor (that weighs Things in the 
ſame Ballance) judge ſuch an Eſtate as good to him, as one 
that is not clogg d with ſuch an Encumbrance. 


Theſe Eſtates being Dedicated to God for the Clergy's 
Maintenance, where the Vicars Dues are reduced to ſo 
ſmall a Pittance, as not to be worth the Acceptance of a 
Man that has had liberal Education; either the People 
muſt have an ignorant Perſon for their Paſtor, and ſo be 
deprived of thoſe Advantages toward their Edification, 
which the Tithes they pay out of their Eſtates might 
have afforded them; or elſe jome Conſideration of their 

Caſe muſt be had by the Impropriator, Which will _ 
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ſuch an Impropriation not ſo eligible as a Lay-Eſtate of 
theſame Value. 


It may look too Partial and Aſſuming in a Clergyman 
to wiſh, much more topropoſe, that theſe Eſtates might 
be return'd into the right Channel: But I cannot but 
perſwade my ſelf {to fpeak modeſtly of the Matter ) that 
no Lay- Poſſeſſor would have Reaſon to repent the Parting 
with them, upon a valuable Conſideration. 


How farHer Majeſty's moſt unparalelld Donative will 
conduce to the bringing back theſe Eſtates into the 
Hands of Church-Men, Time will ſhew. 


Tho), I judge, ſuch a Turn will conduce very much 
1 to the Encreaſe of true Religion amongſt us, and will 
2 prove a ſtronger Bar againſt Popery, than Church-Lands 
in Lay- Hands are reckoned by many to be; yet far be it 
from any Man that profeſſes himſelf of the Order of the 
Clergy, to inſinuate as if Deans and Chapters (who are 
confeſſedly not only of the Clergy, but of moſt Eminent 
Worth, as well as Dignity in the Order) were under the 
ſame Obligations with Lay-Men. But on the other ſide, 
tho? their Character gives them a Right to Tithes, yet 
- God forbid that any of them ſhould come under theGuilt - 
of that Cenfure, Biſhop Sanderſon, before quoted, gives | 
of the Monks! viz, That they ingroſſed into their | 
Hands the Fruitsof the beſt Benefices in the Realm, al- | 
lowing ſcarce ſo much as the Chaff, towards the Main- 
tenance of thoſe that trod out the Corn. 


Leet it not then be eſteem'd a Preſumption inone (who 
tho? of the meaneſt of the Clergy, yet is no Vicar) 3 


— DCC Dy — 
— A eee 1 


* 
1 


1 
dreſs bimſelf to the greateſt Patrons of the Vicars, in 

their Behalf. 1 | g d 
Reverend Gentlemen, 3 . 
You need not be told, That a great Part of your Re- 


venues, conſiſting in Approprated Tithes, 'tis incum- 


bent upon yau to ſee, that the Vicars have ſuch a Main- 
tenance, as may atleaſt be ſufficient for the Encourage- 
ment of Perſons of Abilities, for the Diſcharge of the 
Work of the Miniſtry : And yet notwithſtanding 
how ſlenderly provided are too many of your Cures! 
No doubt, you ſee and lament their Misfortunes; 
but, Time immemorial, the Tithes have been Leaſed 
out, and the preſent Poſſeſſors have a juſt Title to re- 
new; ſo that the Eſtates cannot paſtly; by diminiſhed, - 
But ſomething may be abated-out of the Fine, when it 
comes, and a Rent in Lieu of it, laid upon the Eſtate, 
at Five per Cent. there would in Time be a competent 
Maintenance for the Vicar. This has been ſometimes 
practiſed, but oftner by Private Perſons than by Pub- 
ick Bodies; a Thing ſome might wonder at; but the 
Reaſon is evident. But, however, it has been ſhame- 
fully ſometimes neglectec. | 


Tis too well known to be kept Secret where a. 
Curate whoſe yearly Stipend was much ſhort of. a. 
ſufficient Maintenance, got nothing of an Annual En- 
creaſe to his Income, upon the making a new Leaſe 
for the great Tithes, where each Canon had at leaft 
630 l. and the Dean double that Sum. An Inſtance of 
this Nature, 'tis to be hoped, will never be followed b 
a Second of the like. They have ſince ſuch a noble. 
Pattern ſet them, by their truly generous Dioceſan [who 
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| conſtantly gives a conſiderable Share out of all the Fines 
be receives to the Vicar of the Place. And one Vicar 
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had lately on that Account an Hundred Pounds) that 
whenever any other Opportunity offers, they will not 
let it go, without conferring a Bleſſing on the Vicar's 
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A great Part of the Firſt-Fruits and Tenths, being at 
preſent granted for Life, to ſeveral Perſons by the Crown, 
it cannot be expected, till thoſe Lives drop, that the 
Revenue ſhould anſwer the Ends, for ſome conſiderable 
Time, for which it is given. | 


— Now then ſeems to be the Time, when you have 2 


fair Opportunity offer?d, of ſhewing the juſt Regard you 
have to the Honour of God, and the Good of the Church, 


by taking upon you the Proviſion for Four own Vicars, 


out of * own Fines, as they ſhall me payable to 
you; by ſetting aſide ſuch a proportionable Share out of 
each Eine, as in your Wiſdoms ſhall be thought fit, for 
a conſtant growing Encreaſe of the Vicar's Maintenance 


of that Place, whence they ſhall accrue. By ſuch a 


Method there will be a Defalcation, perhaps, of 10 


NS Cent, of what ready Money might come into. your 


Pockets: But that will be more than ſufficiently made 


up to you, by God's Bleſſing, on the other Nine Parts. 


1 


heſides, by thus undertaking for a plentiful Supply of 


your Vicars, you will have it in your Power to fill the 


Churches, under your Care, with able and conſcientious 
Puaſtors. For tho? a plentiful Revenue does not neceſſarily 


infer, that the Church where it is to.be found: ſhall be 


well lied zyet where there are ſuitable Encouragements 


for Learning and Piety, there 8 1 be wanting Mae: 
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chat EBaradter to ſerve in the Churches, where you are 


Patrohs, without your own Default; whereas a ſcanty 
Maintenance almoſt neceſſarily infers an unfit Vicar. 


Add to this, that by ſuch a generous Act of yours, the 


Laity will be encouraged to put their Charity into the 
Treaſury of the Church, and when the Light of your 
ood Deeds ſhines forth ſo brightly, this Will prove a 

1800 far beyond what your Preaching will —_— 
to encourage them to go — do likewiſe. Laſtly, To 
mention no farther Conſiderations, you will have the 
conſtant Prayers and good Wiſhes, of all others whoſe 
Benefices are ſmall, throughout the Kingdom, as well 
as thoſe of your own Vicars : Since ſuch a generous Act, 
—— takin ons upon your ſelves the Proviſſons for — we 
13 oe) will cauſe the Al mer, 

ow to S other in a much more ple! 

otherwiſe It can F 3 


Treere San odd Diſtinction, riſen upch late, of Bj 

and Low Church. Mien, which has had 2s bad an 9 

has broken the ſacred Bond of Charity as much, as che 
Old atitiquated one of Whig and Tory 8 BY 
the one been applied only to thoſe, who, WN 

in the Communion of the Church of England, are yr 
profeſſed Enemies to the — og ; and th 
ons to Occaſional Communicants, the Harm had — 


me. and the Characters would not have been 


Bot to let that aſs; A old he very Man's Ambi- 
tion, and y theirs, whoſe Stations are exalted a- 
| bove their Brethren, to approve himfelf a High:Church- 


Man in one Senfe, (i. 0 one — wakes 2 2 


Il | manner, 1 
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* Promotion of the Honour of the Church of England, 
which will effectually put him upon exerting the utmoſt 
| of his Endeavours, that no Man may be a Lower-Church. 
1 Man in another Senſe, (i. e.) meanly qualified for the 
{ Office he is called to. l eee MORLEY 


þ There may ſeem Two Things that I ought to Apolo-- 
F gize for; One, That being, asI own my ſelf to be, in 

1 an inferior Station in the Church, I ſhould take the Bold- 

- neſs to Addreſs to ſo great, and ſo Venerablea Body of 

Men; The Other, That I ſhould do it in ſo publick a 

Manner. If Ican acquit my ſelf, from any Blame, in 

the Former, I ſhall not fear the incurring any juſt Cen- 

ſure on the Account of the Latter. For if there be no- 

- Preſumption in the Thing, the Manner of doing it muſt 

needs be juſtiſiable; there being no other way whereby, 

with any Convenience, the End I propoſe of notifying: 

my Sentiments can be obtained. But now as to my Offer-- 
ing ſuch a Propoſal, I am very ſenſible it would better 


have become one of your own Body, to have made it: 


But ſince from the Beginning of the Reformation there. 
has been but ſlow Advances made in this Matter, and 
ſince Providence ſeems to have put ſuch an Opportunity 
in your Hands, which cannot be let paſs without the 
| Imputation of a Fault, which yet ought not to be named 
amongſt Chriſtians, but with Deteſtation ; I hope the 
Vicar's Plea may be admitted, tho? it be offer 3 
mean Inſtrument: And the Perſon that preſents it, if he 
deſerve not Thanks, may ou paſs free from Cenſure. 
But however that prove, if this poor Endeavour of mine, 
offered with Sincerity, joyn'd with the greateſt Defe- 
rence to your highCharacter, ſhall excite thoſe of your 
own Body, who are much better qualified for ſuch an 
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